It may sound too good to be true, but the idea for this book emerged while on a walk. Following a jumbled day full of teaching, emails, letters of recommendation, meetings and, fi nally, a public talk, we ambled onto Franklin Street, in Chapel Hill, toward a pub in nearby Carrboro. Our conversation turned to a number of ideas for future conferences-all unconvincing-before easing into our common love of walking, whether along the gentle mountain trails of North Carolina or across the eversurprising cityscape of London. Somewhere between Crook's Corner and the Station Bar, our fi nal destination, we struck upon the idea of holding a conference about the history of walking, remarking that the simple act of putting one foot in front of the other, while so central to human existence, has received scant attention from historians.
A year later, together with Cynthia Radding, we organized a conference entitled 'Modern Walks: Human Locomotion during the Long Nineteenth Century, 1800-1914', which took place at Chapel Hill in September 2013. The success of this conference owed much to the contributions of Arthur Burns, another avid walker, and it was at this point that the idea for the book began to take shape. Chad and Paul were determined that Arthur be brought in as a co-editor (Cynthia, owing to other commitments, was unable to participate further in the project). Given the subject of the volume, the email inviting Arthur on board arrived in his inbox at a fortuitous time. He was then in China, his own email in reply reporting that he had just enjoyed 'A FANTASTIC day's walking in the Wudang mountains' outpacing the locals 'in the best mad dogs and Englishmen manner', and so did not need much persuading.
From our original stroll to the fi nal proofs, various forms of collaboration have defi ned this project, and it is our pleasure to thank everyone who contributed to this volume. Most broadly, we have benefi tted from the King's-UNC strategic partnership, which began in 2005 and has grown to include student exchanges, joint PhD committees, studentled workshops, common research projects, conferences, joint publications, and other combined efforts among members of our respective intellectual communities. The UNC-King's Collaboration Fund and the King's College London Partnership Fund generously supported the conference, as did the History departments at King's and Chapel Hill. At UNC-Chapel Hill, the Institute for the Arts and Humanities, the Center for European Studies, and the Center for Slavic, Eurasian, and East European Studies also provided generous support. Kirsten Cooper and Allison Somogyi did a wonderful job in helping to organize the conference.
Colleagues on both sides of the Atlantic offered thoughtful, thoughtprovoking comments as the book came together. Brian Hurwitz generously offered his time to read and comment upon conference papers. Cynthia Radding, in addition to serving as panel discussant at the conference, provided valuable input as we began to draw up the idea for the book proposal. Karen Auerbach, Jim Bjork, Louise McReynolds, and Daniel J. Sherman provided insights that greatly improved the introduction. The anonymous reader provided thoughtful comments and suggestions at a crucial, early stage of writing the book. Jenny McCall, Clare Mence, Peter Cary and Angharad Bishop at Palgrave Macmillan have been extraordinarily supportive. Philip Schwartzberg artfully constructed the maps that can be found in two of the chapters, and Kirsten Cooper provided invaluable assistance with compiling the index.
Finally, we would like to thank the authors who contributed to this collected work. They eagerly took up our challenge to write about a subject that often took them into unknown territory, and they gracefully accepted our editorial interventions and deadline demands. It has been a genuine pleasure learning from these creative scholars, and we trust that you will feel the same.
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